
largely aceumulate;, capsing serious trouble and diBtreea.

Payment is nrgentlj rquied of the BBsalis-fie- requisitionsRY TELEGRAPH.THE WILMINGTON" --JOURNAL.
official reports from him I cannot give detailed ortionsof his command. I have pleasure in bein? mto s-r- that Col. Forrest whose command greatly dirgnisbed its commander aa a bold and gallant leader
reflected distinguish honor upon itself passed santhrough the enemy's line of investment, and trust it l

ers to amount to fifty-tw- o regiments, and every road and
pesaible avenue of departure were cut off, with the certain-
ty that oar soureee of supply by the river woa'd soon Le
cut eff by the enemy's batteries placed upon the tiver above
us.

At a courcil of the general officers, called by Gen. Floyd,
it was unanimously determined to give th enemy batt'c
mxt day at daylight, so as to cut open a route of exit for
our troops to the interior of the country, and thus save onr
army. We had knowledge that the principal portion of the
enemy's forces were massed in encamiment m front of our
extreme left, eommanding the two roads leading into the
interior, one of which we mut take in leading our position.
We knew that he bad massed in encampment another large
force on the Union Ferry road, opposite the cen'.er of our
left wing, and another in front f the left of our right wing.
H;s fresh arrival of troops being encamped on the bank of
the rivr, two and a half miles below ui, from which latter
encampment a stream of fresh troops was continually pour-
ing around ns on his line of investment, and tkus strength-
ening his general encampment on the extreme right. At
each of his encampments, and on each road he had in posi-
tion a battery of field arti'lery, ana twenty-fou- r pound iron
guns on siege carriages. Between these, encampments on
the roads, was a thicK undergrowth of brush and black
jack, making it impossible to advance or maLoeuvre any
considerable body of trocps.

The plan of attack agreed upon and directed by Gener!
Eloyd, to be executed was, that with the main body of the
forces of our left wing, I should attack the right wing of

Arms asd other tuixg?. There are there werr--- or

at least there ovglit to havt been, a 6uffi. ieut number

of good muskets and bayonets in the several D. S. Ar-mflri-

South, in the State armorirp. n 'd among the

people, all public arms, to have put good weapoaa in the

hands of eight hundred thousand men, and yet with

four tundred infautry regiri.ents, numbering nt more

than three hundred end fifty thousand men, the

States and the Confedfracy, are pushed for arms.

Why 13 this ? The anna are eamewherer and they

ought to be-- brought out. If A has a public weapon

and does cot himstJf use it, le, him give it to B,r
somebody else who will. There are hands all through

the Confederacy stretched cut to grap all the good

arms in tfee country. Inferior a3 we are to the NeirtL-er- a

Union in mere number?, we have, and we will have

no lack of goexl aad true men to fi 1 cur ranks, but for

these men we want, if not the b.-s-t weapons, at kast

the best the country can eiv the bst she has to give,

and from this it follows that tny man haTing.in his

possession any public arm which he does cot promptly

return, unless he holds it lor some military purpose au-

thorized by law, apart from y of retaining

what 'snot his own, i3 guilty ol aiding and abetting

the eDnny, by weakening our cause to the extent at

least of th.soldier whom he keeps out of the field, for

want of the arms with which he ouht to be equipped.

of several debts, iooonting io iwcmjr - "
half. The flostinz debt exceeds forty millions of do.lars,
for which certificate ft debtre to be 'eeuei.

A general bankrupt bill will be reponea si uu cnjr uj.
ESCAPE OF GEN. Gl O. B. JOHNSON PASHING FEAT

OF CiPT. MORGAN. Ac -

AcGChTA, Gko., Feb. 28. 162.
The Atlsnta Confedirsey tf tbw morning says that Gen.

George Bnshwood Johnson had escaped from Fort Donelaon
and arrived at Murfreesboro' on Sunday.

Heavy raini en the roads front Na'hville had greatly
damazpd the bridges. .".The bridge overwork iver fell with the tram, killing
Lieut. Col. Johnfn ar.d wtundUg w:veral others.

Capt. Joh W. Morgan dashed into Nashviile on Monday,
and captnred.twenty-tiv- e Federals.

From the Mem&his Appeal.
THE BATTLE AT FORT DOSELSOM :BI. PIL-

LOW'S UK PORT I

Memphis, February 25, 1862.

Editors Appeal : There is eo much anxiety felt

by the country, so much isapptehension in the public
micd as to the rtsuits of the battles fought at Fort
Donelson, and be much txcitemf nt anions the fi ie.-.d-i

nd relatives of those surrendered, that I deem it proper
to lay before the public my official. report of the several i

couflicts. This 1 am aware is irregular, aua in viola-

tion of the uses of the governm-ut- , but fed that the
extraordinary circumstances of the case justiiy a de-

parture Ireai usage so lar as to pub .sh the report, not
doubtiDg but that the government will approve of the
motive which induces Us publication.

Gid. J. Pillow, Briaditr-Gcncra- l.

Columbia. Tenn , February IS , l62.
Capt. Clarance Derrick, Afciktant Adjutant-Genera- l :

On the 8th isst. Gen. A. b. Johnston ordered tne to pro-
ceed t Foit DoneJson r.nd take command cf- that post.
On the 9ih iat. 1 arrived at that place. In detiiiinsi t e
operations of the forces under my comrnatid at Foit Dontl-bob- ,

it ia proper t state the eonuiiion of that work, and
of t;e forces constituting its garrison. When I arrived I
louud the work on the liver baiterv u&Soii-he- and whtl y
too weak to re.si.t the frte of heavy artillery. I fouud a
ten-inc- h columbiad nd thirty-tw- o peund rifle gun had not
been mounted. Deep gloom was hanging over 'the com-

mand, aud the troop were greatly dpressed end demora-
lized by the circumstances attending the surrender of Fort
Henry and tke manner of retiring from that place. My tit at
attention wts ivea to the reees'sity of btrengthening this
work, and moumitg the two heavy guns, and to tho con-

struction ot defensive works to protect the rear of the river
battery. I imparted to the wi.-rk-

, all the energy which it
was possible to do, laboring day and night with the vhuie
command. The battery ws withont a competei.t number
ot rtil!eiits, arm" tbf-s- that were there, were not weil in-

struct- d in the use of tht-i- r sun. To provid for this wsnt
1 placed the mtrliery companies under active couise of in-

struction is tbe use of their guns. I detailed Capt. Ros
with his company of artillerists to the commard of one of
the river batteries. These heavy guns being mounted and
proviion made for working them, hd& a proper supply of
ammunition having been procured by my orders from Nash-
ville, 1 felt myself prepared to test the effect of the fire cf
the heavy metal against the enemy's junboats, thouf h the
work was in need of more heavy pieces.

The armiment of the batteries consisted of eight
three carronades, one h columbi-ad- ,

and one rille gun of d caiiOer. The selection of
the site for the work was an unfortunate one. While its
command of the river was favorable, the tile was com-
manded by the heights above and below on the rivwr. and
by a continuous lai e cf hilis all arouLd tie work toils
rear.

A field-wor- k of very contracted dimensions Lad lesa
CGtructed for the garrison to protect the battery, but this
heiu-wor- k was commanded by the hilis already relerred to,
and lay open to a fire of artillery from every direction ex-

cept from the hills below. To guard against the effects ot
fire of artillery from these heights a fine of defense woiks
consisting of rifle pits audabattis for infantry, deUelied on
our right, but continuous on our left, with defenses for our
light artillery, were laid off by Maj. Gi'mer Engineer of
Gen. A. t;. Johnston's staff, but on duty wi'h me at the pot

around the rear ol the lattery and on the heights frc ni
which artiliary could rearh our batfery and inner field work,
enveloping the innei' work and the town of Dover, where
our principal uppiks of quarter and commissary stores
were in deposit.

These works, pushed with tbe utmost possible energy,
were not quite completed, nor my troops all in position,
though nearly so when Brig. Gen. Floyd, my senior officer,
reached that station. The works were laid off with judg-
ment and skill by Mcj. Gi'mer, were well executed, aud de-

signed for the defense of tbe rear cf the work, the only
ot being to the length ol the line, whir h, however,
from the surroundings, was unavoidable. The length of the
line, and the inadequacy of the force for it-- defense, was a
source of enibairaspment throughout the struggle which
subsequently ent-.ut- in the detente of the position.

1 had placed I5rig. Gen. Euckner in command of the right
wing, and Brig Gen. Johnson in command of the left. By
extraordinary efforts we had barely got the works iu a de-

fensible condition when tbe enemy made an advanee in
force around and against the entire lite of outer woi Ha.

THE I5ATTLK OF TUB TRENCHES.
The first assault was commenced by the enemy's artillery

against th centre of ou : lei t wing, which was promptly re-

sponded to by Capt. Green's battery of field artillery. Af-

ter several hours of firing between the ait llery of tha to
armies, the enemy's iufautiy advanced to the coi.fiict nil
along the !:ne, which was kept up and increased in volume
frcm one end of th lii.e to tfce oihsr for several hours, when
at last the enemy ma-i- e a vigorous assault against ths right
ot our left wirg, the pesitioa assaulted bt-in- a hight com-
manded by Coi. JJeinidii, and de:endeJ by his brigade, cn-feisrUc- g

o! the 10ih Tennessee, under command cf Lieut.
Col. JicC.nck, Col. Voorhies' Ter-ne'see- , Col. Hughes'
Alabama, and Co-- Head's Tennessee regiments of volua-ree- r,

and Capt. Mavey'a field battery.
'lhis assault was vigorously made, and the position as

vigorously de'ended, and let ulttd iu the lepule of the ene-
my here ar.d everywhere around the line. Tha result of
the day's work pretty well tested the strength of our de-

fensive iine, and established, beyond qnestion,the gallantry
cf the entire command, all of whom to 'ght well at eery
portion of th liue- - The lo.'s sustained by our forces in
this engagement was no large, our men being moet'y un-

der thu shelter of the rifle pits; but we, nevertheless, had
quite a number killed end tvounded, but owing to the con-
tinued fighting whicii followed, it was impossible to get any
official report of the casualties of tbe day. On the same
clay our bat;ery oa the river was engaged with one of the
enemy's gunboa-s- which OL'Ctiisioned quite a lively cannnn-adir- g

lor more tlurj an hour, in which the gallant Captain
lixon,of the Frgine-- r corns, wgs killed instantly at the
battery. This officer hud been on d .ty for son.e months at
the post, and had shwd great en'rgy and pro'essinai
skill; and, by his gallaut branny on that occasion, rhile
directing the operations of th8 day under my orders, hsd
justly earned for himself high'distincticn His de Uh wa a
serious loss to tha service, and wa a source of no hvtio em-

barrassment iu our alter operations.
Oa tbe 2th we had qu et, but we saw the 5mo.ie of a

large number of gunboats and steamboats at a short distance
below. We also received isliabie information of the arrival
ef a large number of froh troops, greatiy increasing the
8treng.'u of the Aey's forces, ahesdy said to fee 'froai
20,tOU to 30.000 ftrongr.

TUE BATTLE WITH THE CrSBOATd.
On the 13th these r :inforcemonts were seen advancing to

their position in the line cf investment ; and, while this was
being done, tix of th3 eremy's iron-cae- d gunooats were
seen advancing up the river, five of which wre abreast
and ia line of battle, and the sixth some distance to the rer.

v hen tne gunbeats arrived within a mile and a ban ot the
fort, they opt-se- d fire ou the batttriev My orders to the
offie:s, Capts. bhutter and 5tankovitch, who commanded
the lower battery, ot eight guns, and Capt. Hons, the upper
battery, of four guns, were to hold their fire until the
enemy's guuboats should come within point blank range.
This they did. thoogh the ordeal of holding their fire while
the enemy's shot ar.d shell fell thick .an uud their posiliou,
was a severe restraint upon their patriotic impulses. But,
neverthaless, our batteiies made no response till the gun-
boats got within raajre of their guss. Our entire line of
batteries then opened fire. The guns of boOi parties were
well served. The enemy cons'antly advancing, delivering
direct tire against our batteiies from his lina of fiv gun-
boats ; while the sixth boat, moving up in the rear, kept the
air tilled with shells, which fell thick and close all arou d
the position of our batteries. The fifht continued, th enemy
steadily advancing slowly up the river, and the shot and
shell from fifteen heavy rifled guns, tearing up our psrapets
and plunging deep ino the earth around and over our
batteries for nearly twe' boars, and ut-ti- l h s boats had
reached within the distance of one hundred and f ftj yards of
our batteiies. Having come in such close conflict, I could
distinctly see the effects of our skot upon his ircn-case- d

boats. We had given two or three well-directe- d shots
fiorn enr heavy guns to one of his boats, when she instant-
ly shrunk back aid drifted helplew below the line. Several
shot struck another boat, tearing htr iron ca and making
her t'mbers crack, and splintering them as by a stroke of
lightning, when tfce two fell back. Then a third received
several shocks, making h?r metal ring and timbers crack,
when the whole line gave way and fell rapidly back from
our fire uatil tbey passed out of range. Thus ended the
firBt severe and close conflict of our heavy gun3 and the
enemy's gunboats, testing their strength and the pewer of
heavy gnus to resist them. The shot from our
guns produced but little effect ; they struck nd rebound-
ed, apparently doing but little damage; but I am satisfied
from close observation that the tiisbers of the framework
did not, and could cot, withstand the Bhockfrom the 10 inch
columbiad or nd rifled guns. These gunboats never
renewed the attack. I learn from citizens living on the
river below that one of the injured boats was sunk, and
that others had to be towed to Cairo. This informstion
may or may not be true, butit is certain that all of the
boats were repulted and driven back after a most vigorous
and determined attack, and that two of the boats weie bad-
ly damaged, and that a third was more or lesa injured.

It is difficult to estimate the galiant bearing and heroic
conduct of the officers and men of our batteries, who so
well and bo persistently fought our guna until tie enemy's
determined advanee brought his boats and guns into such
close and desperate coLflict. Where all did their duty so
well, it is almost impossible to discriminate. The captains
aheady named, a::l their lieutenants, (whose names for
want of official re tor's I cannot give) ell derrve the high-
est commendation.

Lieut. G. 8. Mania, (whose company is now at Colum-
bus', Ky., but who as ordered to that post by Major-Gener- al

Polk,) comsaanded one of the guns, and particularly
attracted my attention by his energy and the judgment with
which he handled his ua. The adding having given out.
he palled oft his coa'. a&d rammed it down as wadding, and
thus kept ap the fin? till the enemy were finally repulsed.

On the evening of this day we rsceived inforrnatien of the
arrival of additional reinforcements of infantry, cavalry
and light artillery, by steamboat, all of which were disem-
barked a short distance below our position.

THB BATTLE OF DOVER. '
On the 14th inst. the enemy were biny throwing his for-

ces of every arm around is, extending bis line of investment
entirely around onr position, and compleUly enveloping U3.
On the evening of this day we ascertained that the enemy
had received additional reinforeemenU by steamboat. We

ere now turrounthd by an ixsmesse force, eaid by prison

FOR THK JOrBSAL.

THE ENEMY OC UrY NASHVILLE.
Richmond, Va . Feb 2 th. 1862.

The Lyr ctburcr RppnMican has a special dippa ch dated
Bristol. TenEeeeee. to d y, stating that the enemy occupied
Nashville on Sirnday last.

The Confederates taken prisoners at Fort Ponelson num

ber about 7,000 ; killed 500, and wounded 1, 00.

The e: emy admif a less of f cm 6.000to 10.060 titled aid
wounded on their eide.

Gen. Floyd eaved a'l of his command except the 2 'tfc

Mississippi and Guy aud Jackson'b batterif-p- , they are pri-

soners.
CONGRESS.

Ricbmokd, Va., Feb. 26, IStfL

Congress proceedirgs, to:day, er unimportant.
The President has rot yet sent in hiB cabinet appoint-

ments. TLe opinion pifvailsin well irf.rmpd circles that
an emire re cast of tie cabinet will be made. StroDg eut-id- e

pressure favur To mb for the Secretary of War. It
is believed to t e the esrreit def ire of the Preeident to di
vide the cabinet appointments among th? most prominent
and capable of former political parties.

Edwin H. Erv5n, cf Tennessee, has been mentioned as

probably to be tendeied a place.
The following cast e,f tha cabiuet is generally r ported:
Ber juruin, Fecretary cf State.
Lse, Secre'ary of War.
H. V. Johnscn, AttoTn?y General.
Memminger, Secretary of the Treasury.
Henry, of Kentucky, Tost Master General.
Randolph, of Virginia, lecretiry of the Navy.

CONFEDERATE CONGRESS.
Pichmond, Va., Feb. 27lh, 1SG2.

The Senate has confirmed A. P. Hilt and J. J. Pettigrew,
both from Neytb Carolina, as Brigadier Generals.

A ieso!utiou has uuan'mously passed the Senate to enter-

tain no peace prepositions excluding any portion ot the soil
of the Confederate Stite, and dcciaiing that the war will

be conl nued until the e nemy is exp.hed from the Confede-

racy.
hi the House, Mr. Miles, chairman of th? military com-

mit.. er icpcrted a bill creating the office of Commanding
Gcretal in the Confele'ata Bm;y duiirrg the war.

th? iiiflka'ie.ns are strong tLat the bill will pass. Pend
ing its adoption, the House wei.t into secret session.

MARTIAL LAW DECLARED IN IRGINIA.
Ricdmd, Va., Jnn. 27th. 18(2.

Pret-idn-t Favis his issued his proclamation declaring
Mwrtial Law in Norfolk Portsmouth and the surrouuding
couitry.

It is ondoistoctd that Congress, to-da- passed an act
the supfnsion of the habeas corpus, in cer'ain

cases.

FROM TIIS NO KT II ARRIVAL OP A FLAG OF TIeUCE
THE ARMY IN TilK W5.5T DOINGS aT WASH-

INGTON SKIRMISH NEAR OCCOQUAN-GRfc- AT

FIRE IN BOSTON EFtEOTS OF THE STOBM, c.
&OKFOLK, Feb. 27. The flag of truce to-da- y from Fortress

Meuroe brings Northern papers of yesterday.
Sixty passengers, principally women and children, came

op in the flag cf truce boat.
The New York Herald advances the opinion that a great

battle will soon occur near Nfishville.
The Confederate 'troops wers actively engaged at Colum-

bus on Monday, fur an importaut movement. A flag of
truje had been sent from Columbus by the Confederates to
the Federal gunboats. Some of the Southern officers went
on board aud had a consultation for two hours with the
Federal oCicei s. The qnadrcn then left.

Presidect Lincoln sigrt d, on Tuesday, the Treasury Note
r'l for two Lu&died millions. The fifty millions previously

will be rcogn'z?d as a legal tender.
A bill passed the House on Tuesday, pralnbiting all mili

tary officers from restoring fugitives Irom service ; tLus vir-

tually repealing ti.e fngitiye slave law.
A resolution was alio adopted, instructing tha Commit

tee of Was and Means to ii quire iuto the expediency of
imposing an export duty of three cents per pcuud on cot-

ton, aid that no cotton shall be sett away until the tax is

pail.
The New York Uero'.d sajsthat General Tilghmau has

been sent to the Illinois penitentiary at Alton, and to re-

main there until his blof.d cools.
Xtw York, Feb. 25. More coLfielence is felt in the cot- -

t m trade. JiidJlmg Uplands are quoted at ficm 22 to ti
c Hits per pound.

Liverpool, Feb. 7. The stock of Amoiicf.n cotton at
L verpool is 2'Jl,ti70 baie s. The quantity of cottcn at sea
at the present, time from America not a hie gle bale, w hi!e
at this date last ear there were 310,000 bales.

Nkw York, Feb. 25. The North Star arrived to-da- y from
Apinwall, and he brings $750,000 in specie.

The intelligence from the bouth Pacific coasi announces
that peace rehr.s fiom Ecuador to Uruguay. There is a
strong feeling cg;-il:s-t the Government bocaube it
has to recorquer ull Kr former provinces.

The Lincoln Gove rniniat has taken milita;y poiseshion of
all telegraph lines in the United States.

A skirmish occunel on Tuesday near the Occquan, be
tween a body of Texai Rangers j.nd Federal troops. Seve-

ral of the latte-- r weie killed and wounded.
The noniinitiu ol General Wiufie'.d Scott aa an addition

al envoy fcXtratdiuary, haa nut been acted on.
Eo:-ton"- , Feb. 25. A most d:sast"ioa tire occurred here

to-da- y Ourirg a furious of snow and hail. An immense
amount of property was elextrojed, and many buildings, in-

cluding '.he Exchange Hotel were destroyed. The loss is

estimated at i S70,t00. 'I he great tower of the Catholic
Ciiuich, iu Fast Boston, was blown down during the same
ni;;ht, demolibhing the Mi aher tower. Two thousand bales
of cotton and eighty thousflLd Lmhls of corn and cats
wire among the goods destroyed.

A c st( ra raged throughout the Norlh en Alonday,
causing great destruction to property in New York and
Uiookhn. ruiloings and steeples were blown down, ship-
ping damaged, and great it.jary cnused to buildings in
Washington, Baltimore, arid oiber cities.

Boston, Feb. 25. The Grotto, from Havre, two
brigs, nnd three schooners, are itlure iu Martha's Vineyard
Sound. The sea is bre.iKing over them.

Ane)thr--r new gua-Oo- at ha3 been finished and had arrived
at New Yoik.

Four gun-br.a- ts lett New York on Saturday for Key West.
The New Yok Heral.1 warns the Federal Congrens that

this is do tinie to allow the mport of foreigu eoods to in
crease, and sa8 that in a few months the exports of food
to Europe may cease; and it cotton is not ready to take
the ir place, the deficiency will have to be supplied by gold.

FURTHER FROM THE NORTH.
Norfolk, Va., Feb. 2Sth, 18C2.

The Federal steamer Express is repoi ted as haviug been
lofet en the Eastern shore of Virginia dating the gale of the
24th inst.

T4e steamer Hoboken, engaged in lajisg the telegraph
cable across the Bay, is ashore at Cape Henry, and.is going
to pieces. The crew were saved by the steamer Spaulding.

The attempt to lay the telegraph able across Chesapeake
Bay is a failure. The half laid end is buried up and the
balance lost.

The Federal gunboat Forbes is ashore at Nag's Head.
One sMp, four brigs aud two echoonera are ashore at

Roltaes' Hole.
The Paris correspondent of the New York Herald, under

date of Feb. 7th, saya that the distress at Rouen aud Lyons
is so great among the ouvriers, that eerious farB are enter-
tained of disturbances. Many mills have stopped for want
of cotton, and niany thousands are out of employment.
The correspondent says that unless the Emperor interferes
in the American qaarrel they must starve, and that unless
Gen. McClellan bpeedily strikes a blow, the Washington
government will-b- e exposed t a pressure from trance,
and perhaps England. The 'people of France are losing
confidence in the Northern government to put down tfce rev-
olution, and the cry for help from the manufacturing de-

pots will soon be heard and heeded by the Imperial govern-
ment.

Ntw Yof.k, Feb. 26 There is a epamiu the money mar-
ket, and backers are lending all their money at seven per
cent. Enquiries for Federal and tetate Stocks are active.
Missouri ai.d Terte'see are lower. The leading Railroad
shares are lower. . Virginia sixes C4, North Carolina 72.

SEO-'K- niSPATCH.
STILL FURTHER KKOM. THS NOhTH AND WF.ST

THE NEW YORK HERALD BLUSTERING THE FEDE-
RAL SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY UNEASY,
&c, 4c.

Nohfoik, Va., Feb. 23th, 18C2.
Northern papers of the i7th inst. have been received.
There were no movements on the 2Sth of the Army of

the Potomac.
St. Locis. Feb. "2G. A dispatch from Fort Donelson says

that a boat just from Ciarksville reports the evacuatien of
Nashville, and that the Governor had burned all the State
documents and retreated to Murfreesboro'. Gen. Grant
had declared martial law over Western Tennessee.

Chicago, Feb. 23th It is reported thattheConfederates
will make a stand at Columbus, Randolph and Memphis.
Forces are concentrating at Memphis, and the streets have
been barricaded with cotton bales. The reports of the pa-
cification of Tennessee are denied. The Governor had made
a patriotic and spirited war speech. The mortar feet is
finished.

New York, Feb. 27. The cotton market shews more tone
and stability. Pales of 1,000 bales at 23 cents for middling
upland. The Herald says that in a very short time we will
be in possession of two millions of bales, captured at Sa-

vannah, Charleston, Memphis, Ac, and that we will be able
to send Europe her usual supply for the year, and then the
price will decline to the usual figures.

Washington, Feb. 26. The Committee of Ways and
Means are laboring at the tax bill. Its principal features
are unknown.

- Secretary Chase says that the actual payment! average
one million and a half per day yet, and that awearages have

COKFEDFBA'iE MTATEN OF AMERICA.

WILMINGTON, N. C. SATlT.nAY, MARCH 1,1062.

Thebk i?, for a day or two, a lull in the news market

People await everts with anxiety, but, we trust, with-

out undue deplession, for we are now at the most trying

point of our history. As all felt, the first few months

of 1 8 62 are the most trying. They have been pregDant

with leverres, and we cannot pretend to say with Mc-Clell- an

that cur forces Lave ufT red their t defeat, or

made their l ift retreat. We must only. hope for the

btst for a few weeks jet. Our atmy is in a transition

state, weakened by lurlouhs given to troops re-enl-

ing for the war ; wanting the. reinforcements that are

rapidly patberirg to soll its ranks; wanting the

power and cor.fi lence which a tense of ade quate force

alone can give. By n'.-x- t month our men actually in

service v. ill ixcccd those now actually present by eome-thinj- r

not lar frr'm re J um'nd fl.Ouscrd nun. To this
' temporary wcakiuM of cur b'r.fs, with the advantages

wfckli it I'Uf pivn the cm my, PrtVrlect Davis alludes

very plainly is the ma in eaus-- cf tur recent reverses.

lie co.i frratu'.au-- Ce-i-m- tl at tl e . vil may now br-sai-

to be suhpt:.i;ti lly sin ( i d, ar.d that we s! all not

again, durh.g the wtr, he t x:(H' I to seeing cur sTergth
diminished by this fruitful cause of disaster short en-listr-

nts.
The 1l.o ProMi nt tl at the materiel of

7cr I Ms l.e n p. Tire d in fi.lTn.-- nt eiuantitkB, must be
f A m. .J 1

regarded as highly trrati.'yir g, while there h too much

truth in his re mark that the surrender at li anfke Island

must be fell to be d e p'y Luiuiliatinjf. We . have been

dehnoirg ( oh !ini any imputations upon his

count ge or fidelity, because fre have thought, and still

think, ar.d have pood authority for thinking that such

in pvitutioi.s did him si lions ii justice. Hut On the oth-

er hand, In in all we an learn, it would be folly to as-ge- rt

that Col. Shaw, while at lloanoke Island, distin-

guished him eil either i.s a ve ry energetic or ab! com-

mander ; ar.d we must say, that to commit the defence

of important a po.--t to a mere civilian Colonel seems

to us the height cf fatuity on the part of the Superior

authorities. '1 he tremendous loss inflicted on the ene-

my, even as it was, shows what might have been done

had any of our batteries swept the lower landings or

had there be n a m eon 1 line of works upon which our

forces as they lell back might have made a stand and

avvaiti d reinforcement;. The way in which Major Hill's
three urnis sto'jd for a day the fi;e of heavy guns from

twenty-seve- steamers, proves what can be done by well

served works. We suppesj there wi'l be an investiga-

tion, and wc will look lor it with interest.

Ikqukst. Yesterday forenoon, (Friday, the 23th

ult.,) Coroner II. J. Jones held an inquest over the

body of Jos. Janus, an Krginccron the Wilmington

and Manchester Itd'.lroatl, who came to his death from

the (facts of a blow, it.IIicted the evening before, by a

knife in the hands of Juoa s Thcmpron. The facts, as

testified to before the coront rH appeared" to be that
on the evening of the occurrerse.', Thompson invited the
deceased, toc;her with three e r I'mrVjar?, to go with
1.;.., il I 'It,, II .,. ! Sr',. 1-.- Cin. nf
I1LUJ IU LIU: ,i'V t 1 LI.U ill.J tCLl.i. u v.l HIU. KSLl VI HIV.

party replied " No, 1 have m; uy enough to pay for my

own drinks." The d.ceas.d replied to Thompson's in-

vitation, " Yes, let's go and take a drink with him,"

after which they all r paired to the hotel ; when arrived
there, J hompson confronted one of the party, Mr. Gil-lica- n,

and retnark d, " Now I am ready for the- man

that insulted me down street," at the same time making
a thrust at Mr. (jiilieu.i's throat with a knife. Mr.

Gillicau tut iv d to n :n it. Whilo doing so, Thompson
struck at him a sec-r- lime. Mr. G. having got cut
ol his r ack, wlaehd immediately round ar.d

Ti inaiked, " Damn e,u, I can v. 1 ip the whole crowd,"
striking il;e dei-cy-e- as he iiid io, in the neck, inflicting

a wound Ironi whie'i he died, at hall-pas- t eleven o'clock
the s.me r .

i h t , the blow with the knife having been in-

flicted h liuie after live o'clock in the evening.
n.otiipso.r was lulty c unmitled on the charge ol

" Will. ul Munhr." The- deemed bore an excellent
characte r, and. as we I arn, IeaVi S a wife and family.

lis KM.t;-TMr.s- T in inn 'Jiriii 1 Ii:(;imi;nt. We learn
that Cup: a in Aloid'sa:.d ('aptain Montgomery's com-

panies (if the '26 h il 'ii'iiepi have entered lor the war,
or lor tv.o yiars iA'u r the expiration of their present
term e : S( rvic. iI lr' s.-tii- r:nv na-n- i is oiiig oa spir
itcoly in o: he r e 01 it! 1 we are not without a con
tinent e.pc t'ioa th.tt nearly all will promptly re-ent-

for the; war. Full six c ineanu s have alreaely n.

iz (1, and two moa; u iii probably elo so b( fore night.
A m ;vtm;nt is pn'-re-ssin- in our regiments

at t! - hats at d in 8- uth Ci.reliaa, but as we have not
got tl.e d tiaile details we a;e unable at present to do

more.' tiara ahnde to the fact.

8i:i: o.ei.ns for rr. ti to make up the three companies
aut! o: '. el I'V e ur State Cor.veritkin to be raised for lo-

cal suvice at the l alte rhs below the town of Wilming-

ton. We she u'd tim k that this would furnish an op-

portunity for service th it the ciicumstances of many
would h ad the m to pi; 1' r to any, other. J he gentlemen
who pi ojjo.--.' to rah- - the ceiapanns are too well known
to reejUiie any ci mtnendation fiemi us. I'he sooner
these companies ere orvaniz el the better.

Coi.. HriAW.-.'lh- e Newbtm Ficgicss learns that
Col. Shaw is a Nortlarn man, h.avieg been only fifteen

years a resident of the iSoutii. The Progicss is correct-
ly ioh rmed about the fksc matter, but not about the
la;-t-. Col. Sl.iiw j vl i.eithern man by birth, but has
resided in this .State for over forty yeais, having come
he re when a mere bey, or ulmf-s- a child. The associate
editor v this paper reeolleets that Dr. Shaw was iu this
State as long as he can recollect nny thing.

Good for IIladkn ! We had the pleasure yesterday
of seeing ('aptain John A. Richardson, commander of

the " 13 aden Artillery," now in service at Confederate
Point, and the further pleasure of hearing from him,
that his company, en Jim-;-.-- , rank and file, without an
exception, hid entered for the war. With this spirit
abroad, who shall despair of ultimate success The
Bladen Artillery is a full and fine looking, as well as a
patriotic company. The bail of is fairly
started here and will keep rolling.

The following are the companies of the 28thRegi-mcn- t

that have a'reaely for the war: Com

panies 13, C, D, K, G, md K, commanded respectively
by Captains Edwards, Lowe, Montgomery, 13arringcr
Martin and Mooely. Two other companies are, we

learn in process of reorganization, and will probably
complete their arrangement this evening

We understand that the regiment is to receive the
compliment of a serenade this evening after dress pa.
rade.

"We had tne pleasure, yesteiday, of meeting and

greeting Lieut. Col. Trice, Lieut. Townshend and other

friends, paroled prisoners frcm Roanoke. Col. Price,
we are soiry to say, looks worsted ; like a brave man
upon whoc spirit disaster has preyed, but without weak-

ening his devotion to the cause. - The younger officer

look well, end are, no doubt, ready to go into the field

as soon as relieved from thtir parole. All speak highly
of the way in which Major Hill worked his battery.
That was the only battery engaged with the enemy's

gnn-boat- s, and, with its small armament, it held them

well at bay. The fault of cur defensive arrangements

was, that r.CDe of our batteries swept either of the two

Southern landings. An attempt made to land within

rauge of Major Hill's battery, was prcmptly repulsed

by a shower of grape. Who Fas to blame? Who lo

cated the batteries? Not Col. febaw.

Daily Journal, 11th ult.

ye . win ether honors in defence of our rights and thB ;
c lte. of cur country. JUJl

GID.1J. PILLOW, Brig. Gen. C.s. a
M stage of President Jefferson Davli,

To the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Confederal: States

In coedit-nc- e to the constitutional provision reqnir;
Le Presidest from time to time to eivo to th iv nS

formation of the state of the Confederacy. nA
3

mend to their consideration such measures aa hp dl
judge cecefcsary and expedient, I have to comrnuniT
that since my message, at the last session of the Pr
vismimi vuugrtcs, cveuus Lave ueuiupsiraieu that th
Government had attemDted more than it hn.t
successfully to achieve. Hence, in the effort to protect
bv onr arms, thfl whole nf th tprriforv nf tVio , 'j vouitHjg
rate States, seaboard and inland, we bave been so ex
pose. aa recentJy to encounter serious disasters. When
the Confederacy was formed, the States compesintr
wer', by the peculiar character of their pursuit
mLviactd confidence in their former associate's
great extent destitute of the means for the prosecutio4
of the war on so gigantic a scale as that whiclTit has
attained. The workshops and artisans were mainly tn
be louDd in tbe Northern States;, and one of the firs
duties which devolved upon this Government wastoe
tablish the necessary manufactories, and in the mean
time to obtain, by purchase from abroad, as far as prac.
ticable, whatever was required for the public deftnse-- J
No effort has been spared to effect both these end?-an-

though the results have not equalled our hopes, it 'is he'
lieved that an impartial judgment will, upon fall inTe,"

tigation, award to the various departments of the Go-
vernment credit for having done all which human power
and foresight enabled tkern to accomplish.

The valor and devotioo of tfce people have cot only
sustained the efforts of the Government, but have "one
lar te supply its fleficiencies.

The active state of military preparations amon tie
nations of Europe in April last, the date when cur
agents first went abroad, interposed unavoidable delays
in the procurement of arms, and the want of a navy Las
greatly impeded our efforts to import military supplies
of all sorts.

I have hoped for several days to receive official re-

ports in relation .o our discomfiture at Roanoke Island
and the fall of Fort Donelson. They have not yet
reached me, and 1 am, therefore, urmble to communicate
to you such information of those events and the cons-
equences resulting from the-m- , as would enable me to
make recommendations founded upon the changed co-
ndition which they have produced. Enough is known of
the surrender at Roanoke Island to make us feel that it
was deeply humiliating, however imperfect may have
been the preparations for defense. The hope is still e-
ntertained that our reported losses at Fort Donelson have
been greatly exaggerated, inasmuch, as I am LOt only
unwilling, but unable to believe that a large army of
our people have surrendered without a desperate tfJcrt
to cut-tbei- r way through investing forces, whatever mav
have been their numbers, aud to endeavor to nvA--p

junction with other divisions of the army. But in the

absence, or mat exact iniormation wbicti cau only be
aflorded by official reports, it would be premature to
pass judgment, and my own is reserved, as trust ye urs
will b?, until that information is received. In the mea-
ntime, strenuous efforts have been made to throw forward,
reinforcements to the armies at tbe positions threatened,
and I cannot doubt that the bitter disappointments we
have burne, by nerving the people to still greater exe-
rtion?, will speedily secure results more accordant with
our just expectation, and as favorable to our cause at
those which marked the earlier period of ihe war.

Tbe reports of the Secretaries of War and the Navy
wiil exhibit the mass of resources for the conduct of tie
war which we have t sen enabled to accumulate notwith
standing, the very serious difficulties against which we

have contended.
Thev aQord tha cheerinir bone that our rcsour.-p- ?.

limited as they were at the beginning of the contest, will

during its become developed to suchprogress, aa extent
r.ii- - j. - . .... i' j . ,.as iuuy io meet our miure warns, i ne policy ot enlist

ment foi snort terms against which 1 have steadily co-
ntended from the commencement of the war has, in my
judgment, contributed in no immftterial degree to the
recent reverses which we have suffered and even now
render it difficult to furnish you an accurate statement
ofthearmv. When the war first broke nut mnnvof
our people could with difficulty bo persuaded that it
woum oe long or serious.

It was not deemed DOjsible thut anvthinr so ina.inpas
a persistent attempt to subjugate these States could be

made ; still less that the delusion would so far prevail
as to give to the war the vast proportions which it Las

assumed. The people, incredulous of a long war, were
naturally averse to long enlistr ents, and the early legisla-
tion cf Congress rendered it impracticable to obtain
volunteers ior a greater period than twelve months.
Now that it has become nrobable th.it tha wnr will be.

through a series ofvears. our hiirh eniritod nnd rallaiit
soldiers, while gent-rall- are, from the fad
of having entered the service for a short term, compelled
in many instances to go borne to make the necessary
arrangement for their families darin? their Drolonircd
absence.

The Quotas of new regiments for the war. called for

from the different States, are in rapid progress of organ
ization. 1 be wnole body ot new levies and ed

men will probably be ready in the ranks within the next
thirty days. Dut, iu the mean time, it is eA'cecdinHv
difficult to give an accurate statement of the numb-- of
our forces in the tidel. I hey may in general terms, he
stated at four hundred regiments of infantry, with a
proportionate force of cavalry and artillery, the details
of which will be shown by tbe report of the Secretary
oi vv ar. i aeem it proper to advert to the fact that
the process.of furloughs and in progress
tor tbe last month had so far disorganized and weaken-
ed our forces as to impair our ability for successful de-

fence ; but I heartily congratulate you that this evil,
which I had foreseen and was powerless to prevent, may
now be said to be substantially at an end, and that we
shall not again during the war be exposed to seeing our
strength diminished by this fruitful cause of disaster-sh- ort

enlistmints.
The people of the Confederate States being princi-

pally engaged in agricultural pursuits, were unprovided
at the commencement of hostilities with shins, shin- -

yards, materials for skilled mechanics
3 - or

ship building,
.
or

.ana seamen in sumcieut numoers to make tne prompt
creation of a navy a practicable task even if the reejuir-e- d

appropriations had been made for the purpose. Not-
withstanding our very limited resources, however, the
report of the Secretary will exhibit to you a satisfacto-
ry progress in preparation, and a certainty of early com-

pletion of vessels of a number and class oa which we
may confidently rely for contesting the vauntel control
ol the enemy for our waters.

The financial ystem devised by the widom of your
predecessors, has proved adequate to supplying ail the
wants of the Government, notwithstanding the unexpec-
ted and very large increase of expenditures resulting
from the great augmentation in the necessary meuns of
defence. Ihs report of the Secretary of the Treasury
will exhibit the gratifying fact, that we have no floating
debt ; that the credit of the Government is unimpaired,
und that the total expenditure of the Government fur
the year, has been, in round numbers, one hundred oriel

seventy millions of dollars ; less than one-thir- d of the
sum wasted by the enemy, in his vain effort to conquer
us less than the value of a single article of expoit
the cotton crop of the year.

The report of the Postmasler General, will show t! c

condition of that Department to be steadily improving
its revenues increasing, and already affording the as-

surance that it will be self sustained at the date requir-
ed by the Constitutionwhile affordin nr ample facilities
for the people.

In the Department of Justice which includes the
Patent Office and Public Printing, seme legislative ro
yTsions will be required, which will be specifically stated
in the report of the head of that Department. I invite
the attention of Congress to the duty of organizing a
Supreme Court of the Confederate States, in accord-

ance with the man late of the Constitution.
I refer you to my message communicated to the Pro-

visional Congress in November last for such further in-

formation touching the condition of public affairs as it
might be useful to lay before you ; the shcrt interval
which has since elapsed not having produced any nia!1-ri- al

changes in that condition other tbao those to which
reference has already been mad?.

. In conclusion. I cordiallv wplcnmo rrnrespntatlVCS
who, recently chosen by the people, are fully imbued
with their views and fceling9, and can so ably advise nie

as to the needful provisions for the public service. I

assure you of my hearty in all your efforts
for the common welfare of the country.

JEFFERSON DAVIS.
Atknotvl Ueiueiits.

The ladies of Black Kock, Brunswick county SoUi13
Aid Eocietr, will please aecept the thanks of the oflicer
and members of the Bruswick Double Quick's for sundry
articles of Clothing and Bedding for said soldiers. All sucti

favors will be thankfully received.
J0S?fl GREEN, Capt. Coo'g.

the enemy, occupying and resting upon the Leignts reaching
to the bank of the river, accompanied by Col Forrest's
brigade cf cavalry ; that Brigadier General Buckner. with
the forces under his command, aud defending the right of
our line, should strike the enemy a encampment and feces
oa the Winn's Ferry ioad; that the forces under Col. Esi-ma- n,

should hold his jo:tion, and that each command
thould leave iu the tieauLes troops to hold them.

J it this o'der of battle it was easy to be seen that if my
attack was successful, and, tie enemy routed, that his re-tre-

would be aloug his line of investment toward the
v inn's Ferry road, and thswje toward his reserve at the
gunboats below. In other wotdi my succes would roll the
enemy s force in retreat over upon uen. uucKner, when oy
his a. tack iu flmk and rear, we oould cut up the enemy and
put him completely to rout. Accordingly dispositions were
made to attack the enemy. At five o'clouk A. M., of the
loth, I moved out of my position to engage him. In less
ihan one ball hour cur forces were engaged. lie was pre-part- d

to meet me in advance of 1m encampment, and he
did meet me before I had adorned line or battle and while I
was moving ugai't him without any formation for the en-

gagement. Forhe first half hour of the engagement I was
ranch embarrsd in getting the command in position prop-
erly to meei the f' e. Having extricated myself from the
position and fairly engaged him, we fought him for nearly
two hours before I made asy decided advacce upon hlai.
Re contested this field roost stubbornly. The loss of both
armies at this portios of the field was heavy. The enemy's
particularly, as I discovered by ridicg over the field after
the battle with Gen. Floyd. The enemy kaving been forced
to yield this portion of the field, retired slowly toward tbe
Viun's Ferry road, Buckner's point cf attack. He djd not

retreat but feli buck fLjhting ss, contesting every inch of
ground.

The tight wa hotly aud stubbornly contested on both
siuo, and it consumed the day till twtlve o'clock To drive
him back as far as the center where Gen. Buckner's com-
mand was to fiank him. While my command wa3 advanc-
ing and wlowly driving him, I was anxiously expecting to
hear Gen. Bwckder's command open fire in his rear, which

ot taking place I feared some misapprehension of orders,
and came from the field of battle within the works to larn
what was tbe matter. I there found the command of Gen.
Buckner massed behind the ridge within the work taking
shelter from the enemy's artillery on the Winn's road, it
having been for-e- d t-- j retire before the battery, as I learn-
ed from bun. My was btili slowly advancing, driving
the enemy towarus he battery. 1 directed General Buck-
ner immediately to move his coimnaLd round to the rear of
he battery, turning its itir, keeping in the hollow, and at-

tack and carry it.
Before the movem ent Wis executed, my fjree forming

the attacking party on ihe rijht with Forrest's regiment
(cavalry), gallantly charged the battery, supported by a
body of infantry, driving it and forcing the batte'y to retire,
taking six pieces of artillery, four brass aud twenty-fou- r

iron guns. Ju pursuing the enemy falling back frcm this
position, Gen. Buekuei's forces beeame united with mine
and engaged tho .mrny in hot contest of nearly an hrur
with large forces of fresh tfoops that had no,w met ns. This
position of the enemy being carried by our joint forces, I
called eff farther pursuit alter seven and a half hours of
continuous and bloody conflict. After Jhe troops were
called oft orders were immediately given to the different
commands to form and retire to their original positions in
the entrtnehments.

The" operations of the day kad ferced the entire command
cf the enemy around t our right wing, and in front of Gen.
Buckner's position ia the intrenchments, and when his com-
mand reached his position he found the enemy rapidly ad-
vancing to take possession of this portion of his work. He
had a stubborn conflict lasting one and a half hours to re-
gain it, and the enemy actually got possession of the ex-
treme right of hia position, and held it so firmly that he
could not dislodge Lira. The petition thus gained by the
enemy was a most commanding one, being immediately iu
ttie rear of our river buttery aud field work lor its protec-
tion. From it he could readily turn tke intrenched woik
occupied by Gen. Buckner, and attack him in reverse or
advanee under cover f an intervening ridge directly upon
our battery and field work. While he held this position it
was maniiest we could nt hold the main work or battery.
Such was the condition of tbe armies at night fall after niae
hours cf coifiict on the 15th inst., iu which our loss was
severe, and leaving not less than 5000 of the enemy dead
jicd wounded on the field. We left upon the field nearly all
hia wounded, because we could not remove them. We lei.1,
his dead uuburled because we could not bury them. Such
conflict and courage his perhars never before occurred
upon this continent. We took about 3' 0 prisoners and' a
larg3 number of arms. We had fought to open the way tor
our army and relieve us from sn investment, which would
necessarily reduce us and the position by famine. We had
occupied the whole day to acomplih our object, aud be
fore we couid prepare ta leave, after takirjg ia the wound-
ed and the dead, tne enemy bad thrown around us again in
the night an immeese force of fresh troops, end reoccupied
his original position in the liue of investment, thus again
ci.tting-of- f car rette:tt. We had only about 12.C00 troops
all to'd. Of thes a large proportion we had loft in tho
three battles. The command had been in the trenches
night and day for five days, exposed to the pnow, mud and
ice water without shelter, and without covering and with-
out sleep.

In this condition the peneral officers held a consultation
to determine what we should do. Gen. Buckner gave it as
his decided opinion that he could not hold his position one
half an hour a;;aiust an assault of the enemy, and said the
enemy would attack h m next morning at daylight. The
proposition then was nv.de by the unders:gned to again
light through the enemy's line and cut our way out. Gene-
ral Buckner said his command was so worn out and cut to
pieces and demoralized, that he could not make another
fight; that it would cost the command three-quarter- s of its
present number, to cut its way through, and it was wrong
to sacrifice tkre-e-qsarter- of a command to save one-quarte- r;

that no c ilicer had a rigLt to cause such a sacrifice.
(Jen. Floyd and Mpj. Gilmer I understood to concur in this
opiaion.

I then expressed "hfi opinion that we could hold out anof h-- er

day, and in that tim we could get steamboats and set
the rommsr.d over the river, and probably save a large
portion of it. To tlrs Gen. Buckner replied that the enemy
wewld eertaiu'y attack him at daylight, and thut he could
oot hold his position hlf an hour. The alternative of the
propositions was a surrender of their position and command
Geu Floyd said that he would neither eurrender the com-
mand, nor would he surrender himself a prisoner. I had
taken tbe same position. Gen. Buckner said he was satis-
fied nothing ele could be done, and that, theef.-e- he
would surrender, if placed in command. Gen. f toydsaid
that he would turn e ver the command to him if he could

to withdraw his command ; to this Gen. Buckner
con-ente- d. Thereupon Gen. Floyd turned tha command
over to me, I passing it instantly to Geo. Buckner, saying I
wou'd neither surrender the command nor myself a prison-
er. I directed Col. Forrest to cut his way out. Under
these circumttances Gen. Bnckner accepted the command,
and sent a flag ot tiuce to the enemy for an armistice of six
hours to negotiate for terms of capitulation. Before this
flag and communicatiou-wa- s delivered I retired from the
garrison.

Before closing my report of the operations of the army
at Donelson, 1 must, in justice to the officers and forces un-
der my immediate command, say that harder Cghting or
more gallant conduct n officers fftad men I have never wit-
nessed In the absence of official reports of brigads and
rogimental commanders, (of which I am deprived by the
chcumtances detailed in this report,) I may not be able to
do juatiee to the different corps. I will say however that
the forces under my immediate commaad bore themselves
most gallantly throughout the long and bloody conflict.

I speak with special commendation of the brigades com-
manded by Col's Baldwin, Wharton, McCausland, Simonton
and Drake, and Captains Maney and Greene, who fought
their guns under the constant and annoying fire of the ene-
my's nharp-shooter- s, aod the concentrated fire frcm hia
field batteries frem which both commands suffered severely.
Capt. Many himself was wounded and had several lieute-
nants and many of his company killed and wounded ; so did
Capts. Porter and Graves. If I should hereafter receive the
reports of regimental arid brigade commanders giving me
detailed information of the conduct and bearing of officers
and men I wiil make a supplemenUl report. The absence
of official reports deprives me of the means of giving lists
of the killed and wounded of the different command. I am
satisfied that in uch a series of conflicts our loss was heavy.
I know what tbe enemy's wag, from passing oveF the battle-
field with Gen. Floyd in the evening immediately after the
battle. His loss in killed and wounded was terrible, ex-
ceeding anything I have ever seen on a battle field. Our
force in the field did not exceed ten thousand men, while
from what 1 eaw ef the enemy's force aod from information
uerivedfrom prisoners, we are sure he bad from thirty to
forty thousand on the field. I must acknowledge my obli-
gations to Major Gilmer, engineer, for the especial and

rendered me in laying oft the works, ad theenergy dispiayed by him in directing their construction,and for his counsel and advice. I likewise acknowledge mvobl gatioris to Col. John. O. Burch, my toCaptun Gas. A. Henry, Major Field, Lieut, Nicholson,Lieutenant t has. F. Martin, and Col. Brandon, my vol-
unteer aids-de-cam- p, to Major Hays, my assistant com-
missary, Major Jones, my assistant qnartermaster, lorthe prompt manner in which they execoted my or-
ders under trying circumstances throughout the long and
continued conflicts, and to Major Gilmer, who accompanied
me throughout the entire d.iy. Also to Cant. farler, of
my stff, whom I aligned to the command of Capt. Ross's
held battery with new recruits as gunners, and who fought
and served them well. Col. Brandon was severely woundedearly in the action. Colonel Baldwin's command constituted
ine ironi or tne attacking force, sustained immediately by
Col. Wharton's. These two brigades deserve especial com-
mendation for the manner in which they sustained the first
shock of battle, and under circumstances of great embar-
rassment threw themselves into position and followed np
the conflict throeghout the day."

Being mostly with these two brigades, I can speak
from personal knowledge of their gallant bearing. I
mast also acknowledge my obligations to Brig. General
Johnston, who assisted me in command of the forces with
which I attacked tha eoemy.andwho bore himself gal-
lantly throughout the conflict, but having - received no

Aftrr nrms the preat necessity is powder. To make

that requires three ingredients, nitre, charcoal and sul

phur. At first it was thought that sulphur was the

great difficulty, but it turned out as we stated in an

article upon the subject that the amount of tu'ptur
among the eufjar planters, or their factors, was ample

for all military purposes, apart from all other sources cf

supply. Charcul can, of course, be obtained in any

quantitv. Nitre is now the difficulty. It is produced

naturally in caves in warm climates, mostly in ladia
somewhat in the -- caves incur own Sou'htru States,

but not in sufficent amount. In North Germany,

Scandanavia, end perhaps elsewhere, it is nude in beds

composted in a ctrtaia way, and taken in pajmeut
of public taxes at a stipulated rate. But to get a nitre

bed in good producirg order, requires at least a year

and a half or two years, so that the-s- e should be made

at once. There is no time to be last. In the meantime

all the ealtpetre in the hands of private individuals

ought to be given freely to the government, or at lrasl

sold at a very mod? rate price. As to the composition o

nitre beds, we will take it as an especial favour, if D'r,

Jinmons will be so kind as to furnish os with a simple

formula, which we will publish, aod keep standing for

the direction cf our people. We feel assured that tie
Doctor will do so at tn early day.

The Richmond Enquirer of Tuesday morning, has a

long piece about the fight at Roanoke Island, in which

a great deal is said about General Wise and General

Wise's Legion. Now this is all flummery. The only

orders that Col. Shaw got from General Wise were

obeyed. Of the much taked of Wise Legion only

three hundred men were encased iu the main fiiht. Of

the ergineering on the island, none was done by North
Carolinians. The work at which the stand was made

wn as we learn, planned by a Virginian Lieut. Sel-de- n

a good and true and brave man, w ho has sealed

his devotion with his life's blood. Such articles as that
which forms the leader of the Enquirer of the 25th, are

wrong, foolish, and calculated to do much harm. We
dislike to talk so about a cotemporary which we re

so highly, but the fact is so, and is so frit.

Ocr gallant volunteers in this vicinity are coming
forward in the noblest manner to st for the war.

From all the indications the per centage in all our regi-

ments who will not re-ent- er wiil be small. The Ordi-

nance, as passed by the Convention, is received with

much favour by the volunteer?, but the Ordinance ori-

ginally rerorted by the Military Committee of that bo-el- y

would have spcikd everything.

WrE HAVEhtatd any number of reports reflecting up-

on the courage and fidelity of Col. Shaw, the command
er of the 8th Regiment N. C. Troops, and senior officer

on Roane ke Island. We have endeavoured to find cut
the truth abeut this matter, and, ?o far as we can find,
thcije rcrortsdo Col. Shaw the gravest injustice. We
are bcund to believe that this is dose unintentionallyi
but it is none the less an injustice. We leave the au-

thority of those who saw Col. Shaw during the whole

fi'ht whese prsition gave them opportunities of ob-

servation, and w hose courage aud fidelity no erne iu this
section will question, to the fact that Col. Shaw bore
himself as a brave and true man, as brave and truera
man as there wss on the island. If he failed in milita-

ry knowledge, he did so in common with maoy other
men appointed f:om civil life. He was not a military
engineer, and cannot be held responsible for any defect
in our field works or other defensive arrangements. In
truth, even on the day of battle he was acting under
orders 'from General Wise.

We aee indebted to the cojrtesy of Robert Strange,
Esq., for the following copy of an ordinance passed by

the Sta'e Convention, which may hi of sjme interest
to ti e people of this town, and of other towus ou our
coast :

AN ORDINANCE
Conferring on thr Commissioners of the Toww cf Wil-

mington AND OTHER TOWNS, CEKTAIN FOWEKS FOK THE
DKFKNCE TUKKEOr.

t oydained, &c, That the Commissioners of the town
of Wilmington fcball Lave power to place obstructions in trie
river, and to erect, or to complete if already in process of
erection, an oik or works, upon or at the mcuth of the
t ape tear hiver, or around, Hear or within th? said town,
which they may deem necessary lor the deferice thereof,
and alo. fori he like purpose to purchase citnon, powder,
ball atd other niunithms f war. Provided, that the paid
obstructions are placed in the riyer with the consent of the
Confederate r nicer in ce mmand.

tix. '2. Be it further ordai eJ, That to meet the exrens- -

es, &c, the Commissioneis fchall have power to borrow mo
ney and to lay tr.x, dc.

3. Be t further ordained, That whenever the com
manding tilicer shall certify that the expenses incurred bv
the Commissioners under this ordinance, were necessary for
tne Mate aeiense. me same snail DC a cnarge upon the pub-di- e

treasury. Provided, that application shall have first
been made to the Confederate Government, and they snail
nave laiiea to assume the payment ot tne Eame six months
atter said application.

Skc. 4. That the provisions of this ordinance be extended
to the Commissioners of the -- towns of Newbern and Wash
ington, or any other townH that may make the eame appli
cation unatr similar circumsiances.

By the President cf the Coi.fi delate Sialic of
Ameilca. 'A PROCLAMATION.

Wherea.3, Ih-- i Corgrees of the Confedtrats States has
by law yes-te- in the President the power to suapenei the
writ ot habeas corpus in citieB in danger of aa attack by the
enemy :

Now, therefore, I, JEFFERSON DAVIS, President of
the Confederate states of America, do hereby proclaim
that martial law is extended over the cities of Norfolk and
Portsmouth and the Burrounding country to the distance of
ten miles Irom said cities, and all civil jurisdiction and the
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus are hereby deelared
to be suspended with the limits aforesaid.

This proclamation will remain in force until otherwise
ordered..a,, In faith whereof, I have hereunto Bet my hand

seal. and seal, at the City of Richmond, on this twenty
i , ) seventh day of February, in the year of our Lord

one thousand eight hundred and tixty-tw- o.

Signed, JEFFERSON DAVIS.

ATTTENTIOK I
Tlikrly-FIrf- ct Rulmnt North Carolina Troops.

Officers and privates belonging to the 31st Regiment
North Carrlina Troops, v,ho are on muougn. or who nave
escaped from Roanoke Island, will report to me ia the 3rd
Uay OI Qiiliwu lie at ifUuiuci tuu, v

By order of Mej. Gen. Benj. Huger.
C. GODWIN,

Capt. Command iug Co. A.,
31st Reg't JM.C. 1.

Lumberton, N. C, Feb. 25, 1862.
N. B. All officers and privates iff Wake, Orange, Harnett

and fther Counties convenient, will report to Lieut. Bryant,
at Raleigh, on the 2d day of March next, prepared to take
the cars en route for Lumberton. C. G.f Capt.

The Sisters of Mercy gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of one hundred dollars, from Messrs. Fulton &

Price, of the Wilmington Journal, being the amount
collected by these gentlemen to reinburse the Sisters for
the losses which they sustained by the late coanagra--

tion. Charleston Covrur.


